Suxamethonium and cardiac arrest.
We report a case of cardiac arrest due to hyperkalaemia following administration of suxamethonium during a procedure to facilitate a change of endotracheal tube in a septic patient. The cause of this rare but fatal complication is briefly described and discussed. In view of this, suxamethonium should be used with great caution in patients with burns and other forms of physical injury, in a number of nervous system disorders, and in critically ill patients requiring prolonged ITU care.